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INN ON THE RIM OF A LAKE

Brinsmere Inn was built by Fred and Minnie Smith.  Fred was one of six sons born to pioneers William 
and Elizabeth Smith of The Hill, the family’s original home site on Smith Lane just off Hwy 54, and of 
Locksley Hall, which later became Locksley Lodge.  William was a successful farmer and resort own-
er and purchased several nearby properties.  Each son was given 60 acres of land in the vicinity of the 
Chain.  William bought the farm east of The Hill plus 20 acres along the western shore of Hicks Lake, 
now Sunset Lake, which became Fred’s property.

Fred was 23 years old when he met Minnie Hansen.  
She was a dressmaker at a shop in Waupaca.  The 
fi rst time Fred saw Minnie was at a dance where 
he was playing baritone horn in the Waupaca Vet-
erans Home Coronet Band.  She was a wonderful 
dancer.  Fred and Minnie were married in March 
of 1891.  They planned to build a resort on Fred’s 
land near Hicks Lake.  Fred’s parents were running 
their own successful resort and Fred felt it was the 
best business to enter.  While building, Fred and 
Minnie lived with his parents. 

Fred and Minnie chose the name Brinsmere for their 
resort which meant inn on the rim of a lake.  When 
Fred and Minnie opened their Inn in the spring of 
1892, all that existed were the main building and 

the dining hall.  Their Inn was fi lled that fi rst summer with guests that could not be accommodated at his 
parents’ resort.  Once guests stayed at Brinsmere, most came back and some returned for several years.  
Many guests stayed for the entire summer.  They appreciated the lakes, good beds, great food and lots of 
fun.  There was no electricity, 
telephone, running water, or 
indoor toilets, but the Inn had 
the charm that made one relax 
and not want to leave.  

Memories that visitors took 
home and shared were so pos-
itive that each summer new 
faces appeared at Brinsmere.  

Fred in band uniform, front row, second from left, cour-
tesy of Waupaca Historical Society

Brinsmere Inn, circa 1900, courtesy of Waupaca Historical Society



Guests, mainly from Chicago and St. Louis, traveled by steam engine train and then by horse and car-
riage.  One of the strong features in popularizing this resort was the food.  Bread, rolls, pies, cakes were 
baked every morning in the wood burning brick oven.  Thick cream, fresh vegetables and chickens raised 
by the Smiths were served along with wonderful roasts shipped from Milwaukee.

1901 stood out at Brinsmere because it was the year President McKinley was assassinated.  John Wilke, 
Chief of the U.S. Secret Service, was at the Inn when it happened.  Wilke had been coming to Brinsmere 
for about fi ve years with his wife and two children.  When the news was received, Wilke was devastated, 
but unfortunately had to wait until the next afternoon before he could catch a train to Washington, D.C.

For several years the Inn had two brown owls as pets.  Fred had taken them from their nest before they 
learned to fl y and raised them.  He said that if one took good care of owls, they made nice pets and were 
no trouble except when they were hungry.  In addition, Fred was credited with bringing the black squirrel 
to the Waupaca area after a trip to Louisiana.  

Fishing in the evening was a common occurrence for Fred and his friends.  A group of guys would head 
out about dusk and come back with baskets full of trout.  Whatever time the guys returned, they had a 
cook and waitress waiting to prepare a great meal.  Some questioned why a nice trout dinner was not 
served to the guests and Fred announced that it was against the law.  However, he and a friend discussed 
a possible special trout dinner and fi nally decided to treat the guests.  The goal was to catch at least 150 
trout.  Guests were happily eating trout when suddenly the dining room went silent.   The game warden 
was seen walking through the dining room.  Fred’s fi sherman friend was charged with holding fi sh in a 
live well and Fred was charged with buying and serving them.   Neither ever found out who told the game 
warden.

The popularity of the resort continued to grow and the list of regular guests continued to expand.  With 
their prosperity the Smiths added cottages, a sitting room and offi ce, enabling them to accommodate up 
to 66 and eventually 80 guests by 1907.  The resort was open from May until November, from the time 
the ice went out in the spring until the lakes froze up in the fall.  The Smiths were model hosts with an 
earnest desire to see that their guests were well treated, which is why the Inn was highly successful for 
over 20 years.  With the advent of the horseless carriage, the popularity of such resorts began to fade.  
Brinsmere Inn closed in 1920.

Fred died on March 12, 1948 at the age of 81.  He 
was buried in the small family cemetery on The 
Hill.  
 
Robert and Geraldine Furstenberg purchased the 
Brinsmere property in the 1950s. The Inn was 
gone, but the dining hall building was intact and 
the water tower was still there as were the concrete 
sidewalks between the dining hall and former ho-
tel.  Not long after the Furstenberg’s purchase, the 
water tower was removed and the sidewalks were 
covered with grass.  Overlooking Sunset Lake was 
the large wood-framed building where the dining 
hall previously existed.  It became the family cot-
tage for the Furstenbergs and their four children.  

Dining Hall Building/Furstenberg Cottage, courtesy of 
Mary Ann Wells



ASSESSMENT RESULTS OF 
SHORELINE HEALTH

Healthy shorelines have an abundance of native 
grasses, trees and shrubs that provide habitat 
for fi sh, mammals, amphibians, birds and in-
sects.  These diverse habitats are essential for a 
healthy Chain O’Lakes system.  Naturally vege-
tated shorelines act as buffers to fi lter and absorb 
nutrients from upland landscapes, such as phos-
phorous and nitrogen, which can severely re-
duce water quality and available habitat.  Native 
shoreline plants have deep root systems which 
help to stabilize banks and reduce erosion.  Natu-
ral shorelines provide privacy for people to relax 
and enjoy the outdoors. 

The original dining hall was a large room with walls 
and ceiling wainscoted in darkly stained varnish and 
the brick fi replace was in the center of the west wall.  It 
was where countless families gathered on cold morn-
ings, and where children with blue lips cozied up after 
staying too long in the lake.  
              
In addition to the open porch on the west side of the 
house, there were two screened-in porches on the lake 
side, one on the main fl oor and one upstairs.  The 

second-story porch was used as a sleeping area, and 
family members fought for one of the double beds out 
there.  It was fortunate that the Inn’s piano was still 
there to be played.  It was a big square grand with a 
honky-tonk sound, and it was way out of tune.  In 2014 
the old piano was removed before the last remaining 
Brinsmere Inn building was razed for a new house for 
a member of the extended Furstenberg family.  

Waupaca County News, May 13, 1903; Recollections by “Freddie” Smith to his niece Ellen Moore in 
“When Chain O’Lakes Were Young” series, Waupaca County Post, October 30, 1947; November 6, 
1947; January 15, 1948; March 4, 1948; April 8, 1948; April 22, 1948; May 20 1948 and August 26, 
1948 and Our Cottages and Memories, Brinsmere Inn, Michael Furstenberg, son of Dr. Robert and Ger-
aldine Furstenberg.

Brinsmere piano, courtesy of Mary Ann Wells

COTTAGE MEMORIES BOOKS 
AND CD 

The second edition of Our Cottages and 
Memories should be completed and pub-
lished in 2016.  Anyone who does not own 
the fi rst edition and/or companion CD or 
would like additional copies for family or 
friends, please contact Mary Ann Wells or 
Sarah Krueger, whose information is in the 
Who’s HOO.  Copies of the book and CD 
are also available at the Chamber of Com-
merce, Main Street Marketplace, Taylor 
Lake Marine and Katie McCann’s.

Dining Hall Fireplace, courtesy of Mary Ann Wells



A shoreline assessment was completed in 2014 to 
evaluate the habitat health of the vegetated buf-
fer areas, which are the fi rst 50 feet of land from 
shorelines.  The Waupaca County Land and Wa-
ter Conservation staff conducted this assessment 
via boat.  The staff used a combination of Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS) and fi eld as-
sessments to measure the condition of the entire 
Chain shoreline.  Properties were categorized as 
Natural, Human-Natural, or Human-Disturbed 
based on several shoreline characteristics.  

• Natural was given to areas that retain 
their natural state with no human infl u-
ence.  

•   Human-Natural was applied to areas that 
consist of some native vegetation, but not 
necessarily in a completely natural con-
dition.  Native shrubs and grassy vege-
tation scattered around cultivated lawns 
are examples of this classifi cation.

•  Human-Disturbed was assigned to prop-
erties that consist of cultivated lawns or 
man-made structures such as boathouses, 
decks and stairs.  

Survey results revealed that most of the shoreline 
disturbance around the lakes was due to the loss 
of shrubs and native grasses and suggested that 
much of the Chain shoreline has been altered by 
property owners.  The waterfront is crucial to the 
lake’s health and property owners should be en-
couraged to take steps to restore their shorelines 
to a more natural, vegetative state.  The majori-
ty of natural shoreline was found on the Upper 
Chain where a large portion of land is owned by 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.   
Results of the entire Chain show:

•   46% of the shoreline buffer area is 
classifi ed as Human-Disturbed!  

•   36% is Human-Natural.
•   Only 18% occurs in a Natural state.    

This data will be an important baseline from 
which to measure and monitor future shore-
line changes.   A fi nal report and maps will be 
available in the spring.  For more information, 

please contact Dan McFarlane, Waupaca County 
Land and Water Conservation Department, 715-
258-6245.

YOUR 2015 MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS
 
Five-Year or Annual Membership Details - 
Annual dues are $25 per year for a family or 
co-owner.  A property owner may choose a fi ve-
year membership at a cost of $100, a savings of 
$25 over the fi ve-year period.  For those who 
own more than one lake property and want an 
additional membership and WHO’S HOO di-
rectory listing, dues are the same, $25 for one 
year or $100 for fi ve years per additional proper-
ty.  Please indicate your choice on the member-
ship form.  Checks should be made payable to 
Waupaca Chain O’ Lakes Association.  Mem-
bership dues are used for publishing the news-
letter and membership directory, updating and 
replacing the name/address arrow signs and the 
lake signs, funding a scholarship for a Waupaca 
High School student entering environmental 
studies, and implementing various lake projects. 

Five-Year Members and Wingspan Property 
Owners - If you have a fi ve-year membership 
or you are a Wingspan owner, do not return your 
membership form unless there is a change in 
your information.  The fi ve-year members list is 
included on a separate peach-colored sheet for 
your reference.  Reminder to the fi rst group of 
fi ve-year members, 2010 through 2014 - it is 
time to renew your membership.

The Sign Request section of the membership 
form is for new members who do not have signs 
and for current members who have changes in 
ownership names.  If you have a correct sign, 
DO NOT fi ll out this section.  Membership and 
sign information must be received by April 1 for 
WHO’S HOO inclusion and for summer sign in-
stallation.

Who’s Hoo Directory - Before completing the 
enclosed membership form, review your current 
WHO’S HOO information.   If any of it is new or 
changed since last year, highlight, underline or 



otherwise indicate it on your membership form.  
Do not cut the form.  Directory information in-
cludes lake address, two phone numbers, lake 
where your property is located and an email ad-
dress.  You may choose to exclude any portion 
of your information by circling it.  Your email 
address will not be shared with any other organ-
ization or business.  The Who’s HOO is distrib-
uted to members by Neighborhood Chairpersons 
in late spring.

Name/Address Arrow Signs - As signboards 
deteriorate, the Sign Committee will replace 
them with more durable boards.  The signboards 
scheduled for replacement are:  Crestwood Dr., 
Highland Ln., E Miner Dr., Taylor Lake Ln. and 
one of three signs at Whispering Pines Rd. and 
W. Columbia Lake Dr.  Each property will have 
one address arrow, and ONLY Association Mem-
bers’ names will be placed on new signboards. 
Co-owners may choose to have two or possibly 
three last names, depending on name length.  If 
more than one name is requested, each party 
must be a current Association member.  Initials 
will not be included on multiple name arrows, 
and letters may be smaller than single name ar-
rows.  

GREETINGS FROM 
PRESIDENT UNDERBERG

Association members are urged to attend Board 
of Directors meetings and visit the Association 
website, www.waupacachainolakesassociation.
com, where current agendas and previous meet-
ing minutes will be posted approximately 10-14 
days prior to each meeting.  This year’s Annu-
al Membership meeting will be on Saturday, 
June 20, 9:00 AM, Marden Center, Wisconsin 
Veterans Home, King.  Place the date on your 
calendar and attend.  If you need transportation, 
call a neighbor or a Board member for assistance.  
Contact information is listed in the Who’s HOO.

Thank you to all Board and Safety Committee 
members for their time and effort and to all As-
sociation members who volunteered at the Tay-
lor Lake boat landing.  The control of invasive 

species is critical to the health and usage of the 
lakes.  See information in the Lake District sec-
tion of this newsletter concerning how to volun-
teer this summer.  

Consider a tax-deductible donation to the Chain 
O’Lakes Foundation, whose goal is to enhance, 
protect and improve the beautiful Chain O’Lakes.  
For more information contact Foundation Treas-
urer Bob Ellis, whose information is in the 
WHO’s HOO.
 
There have been changes to the Waupaca Coun-
ty Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.  One of these is 
the establishment of new impervious surface cal-
culations based on State regulations.  In the past 
a property was required to be at least 75% vege-
tative.  The new minimum State standard is 85%, 
with possible mitigation to lower the percentage 
to 70%.  Call the Waupaca County Zoning Of-
fi ce, 715-258-6255, prior to commencing any 
construction or landscape project.

I hope to see you on the Chain when the boating 
season commences.    

CALLING FOR BOARD 
NOMINATIONS

Association By-Laws state that election of Di-
rectors shall take place at the Annual Member-
ship meeting and that the Board shall nominate 
candidates to fi ll Board vacancies.  Nominees for 
the 2014-2017 term are:  Jack Fulcher, Maryann 
Jenner, Scott Panzenhagen, Joe Udoni and Bob 
Underberg.  Any fi ve Association members may 

CHAIN SANITARY DISTRICT 
REMINDER

If you see a green light on sewer equipment 
near the Chain, immediately call the Chain 
O’Lakes Sanitary District number 715-
258-9200.  You will be directed to the sew-
er emergency number, 715-258-2770.  Do 
NOT call the Sheriff.



nominate an additional candidate by submitting 
a written nomination to the Executive Secretary 
by May 20.  If there are additional nominations, 
candidate names will appear on ballots provided 
at the Meeting.   

LAKE DISTRICT NEWS

Clean Boats/Clean Waters Inspections - 108 
Volunteer hours were spent at the Taylor Lake 
landing and more than 415 boats were inspect-
ed.  The District thanks the following people for 
their support in protecting the lakes:  Jeff Ber-
rens, Dick Conover, Jed & Barb De Young, Bob 
& Kay Ellis, Al & Jodi Fox, Karen & Rick Ham-
men, John & Karen Hebbring, Ray Hutchinson, 
Daniel Krenke, Steve & Jean McClain, Tom & 
Margie Metzger, Bob & Marilyn Olson, Roger & 
Romay Rupnow, Gary & Judy Swenson, Jeff & 
Sue Treu, Brian & Liz Verhagen, Jaunna Jones, 
Max Verhagen and Tom & Barbara Weiss.   
 
Volunteer hours are a critical component of 
any future DNR grant awards, which pay for 
the treatment of Aquatic Invasive Species in the 
lakes.  For every volunteer hour, the District re-
ceives a $12.00 credit from the DNR as an in–
kind payment.  Volunteer hours are 9:30 - noon 
or noon - 2:30 on weekends and holidays.  In 
addition to inspecting boats entering and exiting 
Taylor Lake, volunteers have the opportunity to 
provide boaters with pamphlets containing AIS 
information, a Chain map, boater safety regula-
tions, ski rules and ski hours.  Please volunteer 
for the 2015 season by contacting any District 
Board member.   Their contact information is in 
the WHO’S HOO.

Eurasian Water Milfoil and Curly Leaf Pond-
weed were treated last summer by Stantec and 
treatment will be done again this year.  Beetles 
that eat only Purple Loosestrife were placed in 
several infested areas.  Using beetles on the Chain 
in prior years had positive results by greatly re-
ducing the number of Loosestrife plants.  If you 
are willing to raise beetles this summer, contact 
a Lake District board member.  The procedure is 
simple and equipment will be supplied at no cost.

The District’s newest project will be the develop-
ment of a Lakes Management Plan for the Chain.  
The development of the Upper Chain project is 
explained in the following article.

UPPER CHAIN MANAGEMENT PLAN

Over the past few months residents on the Up-
per Chain have been meeting with DNR staff and 
the Center for Watershed Science at UW-Stevens 
Point to discuss common concerns.  The group 
decided to develop a Lake Management Plan for 
the watershed that includes the western head-
waters of the Chain.  The watershed is a unique 
mix of a group of lakes increasingly popular with 
kayakers and canoeists, a State park and a State 
natural area, a private year-round camp and re-
treat, streams, farmland and several homes. The 
process will provide a framework for soliciting 
input from a wide variety of stakeholders, a coor-
dinated approach in solving identifi ed problems, 
and the basis to apply for funding.  A survey of 
property owners and users, such as boaters, fi sh-
erman, hunters and swimmers, will be conducted 
as part of this process.  Although environmen-
tal issues, such as groundwater depletion and 
pollution, are a primary concern, the Plan will 
cover recreational, economic, and educational is-
sues as well.  Committee members include Bob 
and Marilynn Dixon, Marl Lake; Phil Peterson, 
Manomin Lake; and Jackie Stanislawski, Lake 
Orlando.

TOWING A BOAT THROUGH 
MINNESOTA

Please be aware that Minnesota law re-
quires all trailered boat and water related 
equipment on its roads after July 1, 2015, 
except for canoes or kayaks on vehicle 
racks, to have an AIS Awareness Sticker.  
This sticker is obtained only by taking an 
AIS training course offered by the Min-
nesota State Government.  The course is 
available online or in hard copy version.



WHAT ARE FISH STICKS?
 
Fish sticks are fallen trees that provide shelter 
and feeding areas for a diversity of fi sh species 
and may also provide nesting and sunning areas 
for birds, turtles, and other animals above the wa-
ter.  Nearly all fi sh species utilize woody habitat 
for at least one portion of their life cycle.   Fish 
Stick projects are intended to restore woody hab-
itat, provide additional fi sh habitat and expand 
fi shing opportunities in lakes.  Either a single 
tree or a group of trees may be used.  The trees 
are anchored to the shore and are partially or ful-
ly submerged.  Grants may be available for fi sh 
stick projects.   If you are interested, check the 
following websites: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fi sh-
ing/documents/outreach/FishSticksBestPrac-
tices.pdf  and http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fi shing/
outreach/fi shsticks.html.    Contact Al Niebur, 
DNR Fisheries Biologist, 715-526-4227 or alan.
niebur@wisconsin.gov or Scott Koehnke, DNR 
Water Management Specialist, 715-526-4232 or 
scott.koehnke@wisconsin.gov for additional in-
formation.

WHY ARE RAIN GARDENS 
IMPORTANT?

Rain gardens are small areas designed to capture 
rainwater and to fi lter pollutants, such as lawn 
fertilizer, pesticides, pet waste, gas and oil, be-
fore these pollutants reach the lakes.  Without 
fi ltration these pollutants can end up in Chain 

waters.  The Waupaca County Land and Water 
Conservation Department will assist shoreland 
homeowners with proper rain garden location and 
design, and will suggest plants for specifi c sites.  
Grant money is available to pay for 70% of the 
total cost of preparation and installation, includ-
ing plants, up to a maximum of $600 for quali-
fi ed sites.  If you are interested in applying for a 
grant, contact the Department at 715-258-6245 
or download an application at www.co.waupaca.
wi.us.  Under the Environment heading, click on 
Rain Garden Application.   

DEER, OH DEAR!

Spring brings the awakening of your garden and 
landscape plantings.  Excitement leads you to 
the garden center for plants.   After backbreak-
ing planting, you anticipate a summer of bright 
colors and lush vegetation.   You arise one morn-
ing to fi nd your hostas gone and your annuals 
chewed to the ground.  The deer have discovered 
that the results of your efforts are delicious.  Deer 
enjoy feasting on geraniums, hostas, common 
phlox, roses, sunfl owers, tulips, and strawber-
ries.  Although nothing is totally “deer proof,” 
deer resistant plants include astilbe, bee balm or 
monarda, bell fl ower, black-eyed susan, bleed-
ing heart, butterfl y bush, clematis, coreopsis, 
cosmos, daffodil, English ivy, foxglove, lady’s 
mantle, lambs ear, lamium, lavender, lily-of-the-
valley, lilac, ornamental grasses, oriental poppy, 
peony, salvia, Siberian iris, verbena, yarrow, zin-

Rain Garden, courtesy of Land & Water 
Conservation Department

Rain Garden, courtesy of Land & Water 
Conservation Department



nia, Virginia creeper, common juniper and doug-
las fi r.  Check with a nursery or the internet for 
additional plant choices.

Other defensive measures include products such 
as Liquid Fence and Deer Off.  The following 
recipe is from an Association member who says 
it is very effective.  Deer/Rabbit Away:  To one 
gallon of water, add 3 eggs beaten until frothy, 
8-12 ounces of hot sauce, and 3-5 tablespoons 
of dish detergent.  Mix well, place into a spray 
bottle and apply to chosen plants.  Repeat as 
necessary after rain.  Surplus mixture may be 
stored in the refrigerator and should be marked 
“not for human consumption.”    

PATROLLING ON THE CHAIN

During last summer the Sheriff’s Water Patrol 
issued 558 warnings and 91 boating-related ci-
tations.   These citations did not include mari-
juana possession, underage drinking, or other 
ordinance violations.  There was one boat fi re.  
Eleven students took the boater safety class and 
were certifi ed.  The most surprising situation 
on the lakes was the high number of canoe, 
kayak and paddleboard users without any 
personal fl otations devices (pdfs) which are 
required.  

The DNR was on Chain waters along with the 

Water Patrol.  DNR Wardens are there not only for 
boater safety, but to observe fi sh and shorelines 
and to respond to complaints.  The State fi nes 
for offenses are $180-200.   Call DNR Warden 
Dremel at 715-258-4951 or you may call the 
anonymous DNR tip line, 1-800-TIP-WDNR.  
The Water Patrol number is 715-258-4466.  
Thank you to the Water Patrol Offi cers and 
DNR Wardens for their continued efforts to 
keep the Chain O’Lakes safe!  

WAUPACA COUNTY CodeRED

CodeRED is a high-speed mass notifi cation sys-
tem to keep citizens informed and safe in case of 
emergency in Waupaca County.  The system is 
geographically based, alerting only residents in 
an affected area or in the entire County if needed.  
CodeRED is free, but citizens must register for 
it.  Go to www.co.waupaca.wi.us, click on Co-
deRED and follow the instructions.  If you do not 
have internet access, you may register through 
your local library or call Waupaca County Emer-
gency Management at 715-258-4464 for assis-
tance.  There is also an app, CodeRED Mobile 
Alert, that can be downloaded from Google Play 
or iTunes.  Citizens may select how they receive 
alerts:  phone, email, or text message.  When an 
alert is received, the number 866-419-5000 will 
appear on a caller ID.  Follow up “all clear” mes-
sages will be issued.

ANNUAL MEETING DATES

Dayton Township              Tuesday, April   21  7:00 pm               Dayton Town Hall
Farmington Township Tuesday, April   21  7:00 pm               Farmington Town Hall
Chairpersons/Board Breakfast     Saturday, May   16 8:30 am               Clearwater Harbor
Lake Association Saturday, June   20   9:00 am      Marden Center, Veterans Home 
Lake District Saturday, August 8  9:00 am          Marden Center, Veterans Home

Thank you to the following newsletter contributors and editors:  Scott Koehnke (DNR); Bryan 
Stelzner (Water Patrol); Andrew Carlin, Brian Haase, and Dan McFarlane (Waupaca County); and 
members Bob Ellis, Kay Ellis, John Hebbring, David Johnson, Margie Metzger, Phil Peterson, Bar-
ry Tomaras, Jeff Treu, Bob Underberg and Mary Ann Wells.

ASSOCIATION BOARD-Dick Conover, Jed DeYoung-Treasurer, Kay Ellis-Executive Secretary, Jack 
Fulcher, John Hebbring, Maryann Jenner-Secretary, Don Komis, Margie Metzger, Scott Panzenhagen, 
Phil Peterson, Gary Prell, Barry Tomaras, Jeff Treu, Joe Udoni, Bob Underberg-President, Mary Ann 
Wells-Vice President.
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